
Useful information for parents: 

FGM: 

FGM is child abuse and a form of violence against women and girls, and therefore it is dealt 

with as part of existing child and adult safeguarding policies and procedures. It is illegal in 

the UK to subject a child to female genital mutilation (FGM) or to take a child abroad to 

undergo the procedure (Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003). Despite the harm it causes, 

FGM practising communities consider it normal to protect their cultural identity. The age at 

which girls are subject to FGM varies greatly from shortly after birth to any time up to 

adulthood. The average age is 10 to 12 years. It has been estimated that over 20,000 girls 

under the age of 15 are at risk of FGM in the UK each year, and that 66,000 women in the UK 

are living with the consequences of FGM. Female genital mutilation (FGM) is a growing cause 

of concern in schools. 

Any female child born to a woman or has a sister who has been subjected to FGM will be 

considered to be at risk, as much as other female children in the extended family. Any 

information or concern that a child is at risk of FGM will result in a referral to Children’s 

Social Care. 

The new mandatory reporting duty for FGM under the Serious Crime Act 2015, 

requires teachers in England and Wales to report known cases of FGM in under 18-

year-olds to the police. Guidelines on mandatory reporting can be found here. 

Further guidance on FGM can be found here. 

Support for family wellbeing: 

For families | Anna Freud 

Preparing your child for the return to school:  

https://www.traumainformedschools.co.uk/images/preparing_your_child_for_the_return_to_

school.jpg 

Online safety :  

https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/resource-centre?s=33 

https://www.lgfl.net/digisafe/webinars 

https://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/resource-centre?s=16   

https://www.keepitrealonline.govt.nz 

Bereavement: 

https://www.macmillan.org.uk/cancer-information-and-support/treatment/if-you-

have-an-advanced-cancer/end-of-life/making-a-memory-box 

https://www.winstonswish.org/how-to-use-a-memory-box-with-bereaved-children-

and-young-people/  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-procedural-information
https://www.gov.uk/female-genital-mutilation-help-advice
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/family-wellbeing/
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