
Welcome to Year 9 Pathways 
& Parents Evening

Presentation begins at:

4:00pm



Year 9 Pathways & Parents Evening

Spring Term 
Report & Letter Pathways 

Letter & Form



Primary School

Year 7, 8 & 9

College

Apprenticeship

Employment

GCSEs

Sixth Form 
& A Levels

University



At the age of 29, men who attend University tend to 
earn 25% more than those with 5 GCSEs at 9-4 grades 
but who did not go to university. 

For women of the same age, attending University is 
associated with 50% higher earnings.



Core GCSEs Option Subject GCSEs
English (Lang. & Lit.) History Geography
Science (Combined) French Spanish
Maths Science (Triple) Computer Science
PE (Core) Creative iMedia PE (GCSE)
Religious Studies Art & Design Drama

Music Photography
Business Media Studies
Design & Technology Food Preparation & Nutri.

Which are compulsory and which are 
option subjects?



What pathways are there?
Triple Science 
or Computer 
Science 
Pathway

EBACC (English 
Baccalaureate) 
Pathway

Open 
Pathway

Alternative 
Pathway

Highly challenging.

Selected students will be 
able to choose one or both 
of these subjects within 
the EBACC pathway.

Academic study in 
traditional subjects keeps 
your future Wexham Sixth 
Form pathway open.

French or Spanish and
History or Geography.

Open choice from most 
subjects to broaden and 
strengthen your  
education; both academic 
and practical.

Combine some GCSEs 
with selected work-
related learning options: 
Construction, Home 
Cooking, the Kings Trust 
Achieve Programme or 
Study Skills.

A broad and balanced curriculum



➢ If you achieve GCSE Grade 5 in these subjects you will also achieve 
the English Baccalaureate:

➢ The Government have set a target that nearly all students should 
study for the EBACC qualification.

➢Nationally, only 17% of students achieve the EBACC qualification.

➢ Students who achieve this qualification will have the necessary 
foundation to apply to Russell Group Universities.

English 
(Literature & 

Language)

Mathematics Science

Either 

History or 

Geography

Either 

French or 

Spanish

What is the English Baccalaureate?
A hallmark of academic rigour & success.



Choose subjects for which you will 
achieve the best GCSE grades.

DO:
• Think about what interests you 

and what you are good at.
• Think about choosing subjects 

with the wide range of skills.
• Think about what you might 

study at Wexham Sixth Form.
• Think about what degree at 

university you might like to study.
• Think about what career you 

might like to pursue in future.

DON’T:
• Pick subjects based on the 

teachers – they may not 
teach you next year.

• Pick what your friends are 
choosing – they may not be 
in your class anyway.

• Pick subjects without having 
fully read the Pathways 
Subject pages.



Prepare your child for the challenge 
ahead. Are they GCSE-ready?

• Equipped - Pencil case & homework planner?
• Engaged – Focussed in class? Contributing to 

learning?
• Effort – AtL scores don’t lie - multiple teachers 

telling you the truth about how much effort your 
child makes.

• (No) Excuses - If you accept excuses from your 
child now, how will you both cope when the 
pressure of exams builds?



The Pathways Information Booklet 
can be found on the school website: 

Search ‘Wexham Pathways’ for the 
page and booklet.

Where can we get help and advice?



➢  Final deadline for all subject choices: 13th March

Year 9 Pathways Support Afternoon
Thursday 5th March

3:30pm – 6:00pm
Parents and/or students can drop-in to the Assembly Hall during 
this time to speak to a member of the Inclusion or Senior Team and 
we will help you make informed choices with your child. You may 
choose to complete and submit the Pathways Form with us.

Where can we get help and advice?



Year 9 Pathways Process Outline
9th - 13th Feb. Spring Reports & Pathways Letter issued to all 

parents/carers. Pathways Booklet received by all 
students.

12th February: Year 9 Pathways & Parents Evening

February Half-Term
23rd - 27th Feb. Subject Assembly Schedule in school.
2nd - 6th Mar. 5th March: Year 9 Pathways Support Afternoon – 

drop-in appointments 4:00pm – 6:00pm. 
9th - 13th Mar. 13th March: Deadline for Pathways Forms return.

Next Steps…



➢ Maximise the conversations with subject 
teachers tonight – is your child GCSE ready?

➢ Read the Pathways Booklet on the school 
website. Search ‘Wexham Pathways’.

➢ Remember that the best courses are those that 
will lead to the highest GCSE grades.

➢ Final deadline for subject choices: 13th March

Next Steps…
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