
Year 10 Information Afternoon (Online)

Aim: 
To share key information about how 
to support and prepare your child 
as they begin their GCSE studies.

Please be aware that we will record this online meeting and have turned off 
the video, speech and chat functions. There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions at the end of the presentation which we will not record or share.

4:00-4:30pm
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SCHOOL 

Highest Teaching 
& Learning 

Standards & 
Pastoral Care

PARENT / 
CARER 

Home Support & 
Encouragement 

STUDENTS 

Positive Attitude 
To Learning & 

School 
Attendance

The most important 
collaborative 
partnership

“Parental engagement 
has a positive impact on 
average of 4 months of 
additional progress for 
students.”

Education Endowment 
Foundation 2023



Triple Science 
or Computer 
Science 
Pathway

EBACC (English 
Baccalaureate) 
Pathway

Open 
Pathway

Alternative 
Pathway

Highly challenging.

Selected students choose 
one or both of these 
subjects within the EBACC 
pathway.

Academic study in 
traditional subjects.

French or Spanish and
History or Geography.

Open choice from most 
subjects to broaden and 
strengthen your education; 
both academic and 
practical.

Combines GCSEs with 
selected life and work-
related learning options: 
Construction, Home 
Cooking, the Kings Trust 
Achieve Programme or 
Study Skills.

A broad and balanced curriculum

What GCSE pathways are there?



Which are compulsory and which are 
option subjects?

Core GCSEs Option Subject GCSEs
English (Lang. & Lit.) History Geography
Science (Combined) French Spanish
Maths Science (Triple) Computer Science
PE (Core) Creative iMedia PE (GCSE)
Religious Studies Art & Design Drama

Music Photography
Business Media Studies
Design & Technology Food Preparation & Nutri.



Students begin GCSE preparation in Year 10 and complete 
examinations at the end of Year 11. Students’ take between 8-9 
GCSE subjects and should aim to do equally well in all of them.

Year 7-9 Year 
10

Year 
11

GCSE  
Exams & 
Results

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4
Wexham 

Sixth Form

Employment

Apprenticeship

College

• Developing subject 
knowledge and skills.

• Developing good 
habits for learning.

• Building advanced subject 
knowledge and skills.

• Exam practice and revision 
skills.

GCSEs & Future Pathways



Your child’s GCSEs are 
gateways to success. 
They will open and close 
doors in the future.



Assessment at GCSE 9-1
Since 2019 all 
subjects have 
been graded 
as numbers 
not letters.

‘Strive 
for 5 
at 5’



Why 
‘Strive 
for 5’?



Supporting your child at home
• Talk to them daily about what they learned.
• Ask to see their books regularly – check the 

quality of their work.
• Provide your child with a study area or specific 

time when they will not be disturbed.
• Check they have any reading materials they need.
• Check their homework planner.
• Check their work and test them – they should 

always have homework or revision to do.



Supporting your child at home

Sleeping 
8 Hours

Lessons 
5 Hours

Home 
9 Hours

Social Time in School 
2 Hours

Typical 
Wexham 

Child’s Day



What is Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve?
Hermann Ebbinghaus 
(1850 – 1909)
• German psychologist 

who pioneered the study 
of memory.

• Greatest memory loss 
comes in the first 20 
mins to 1 hour of 
learning something new.



What does this mean for 
your child? 
• Work must be neatly presented as 

they will rely on their notes to 
revise for practice and final exams.

• Students who frequently revisit 
their class notes and complete 
homework greatly improve their 
memory and recall.

• Please talk to them about their 
learning in school daily and 
check their books often.

What is Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve?



Use the Wexham Website > ‘Curriculum’

One downloadable 
Year 10 Curriculum Map 
for all subjects.



Use the Wexham Website > ‘Departments’

Religious Studies Example

Subject blurbs specify 
the exam board used.



Use the Wexham Website > Letters to Parents

Year 9 Into 10 Letter



How much homework should they expect?



GCSE Transition 
Materials

Prepared by each subject to 
help your child make a smooth 
start to GCSE learning.

If they have not received any 
homework then they should be 
completing these instead.

Available to students via the 
online shared area.



Recommended Homework Websites

WARNING: Check your child is studying for the correct exam board in each subject.



Core Subject Support
(English, Maths, Science & RS)

Ms. Lakouacha
Leader 

of English

Ms. Basharat
Leader 

of Maths

Ms. Anwar
Leader 

of Science

Mr. Rahman
Leader of RS

elakouacha rbasharat aanwar hrahman

@wexham.slough.sch.uk



English Language

Exam board: AQA

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
– 50% of overall grade

Section A: 4 questions based on an unseen extract 
(25%)

Section B: 1 extended writing task (narrative or 
descriptive – 25%)

Paper 2: Writer’s Viewpoints & Perspectives – 50% of 
overall grade 

Section A: 4 questions based on two unseen extracts, 
including comparison skills (25%)

Section B: extended writing task: Transactional writing 
(persuasive or argumentative – 25%)

NEA: Compulsory Spoken Language Endorsement 

Issued in 
school for 

homework.

English Literature

Exam board: AQA

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel. 
(40% of final grade) 

Section A: 1 question on Macbeth. 
Section B: 1 question on A Christmas Carol 

There are a number of other texts named on the 
paper but it is essential that students respond only to 
the questions on the texts they have studied: 
• Macbeth - Shakespeare
• A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens

Paper 2: Unseen poetry and Power and conflict 
poetry – start the anthology of 15 poems in year 10.

(60%) of final grade 

Section A: ( Modern Play, Year 11)
Section B: one question on the Power and Conflict 
poetry cluster. 

Section C: unseen poetry question (2 questions in 
response to two unseen poems). 

GCSE English



GCSE Maths
Maths

Exam board: Edexcel

Paper 1: Non-calculator. Total marks: 80 Paper 2: Calculator paper. Total marks: 80 Paper 3: Calculator paper. Total marks: 80

Exam aids: A formula sheet will be provided for PPEs and the external summer exams.

www.mathsgenie.co.uk 
www.corbettmaths.com 
www.1stclassmaths.com 

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.1stclassmaths.com/


Combined Science

Exam board: AQA

Paper 1 Biology: B1 Cell Biology, B2 Organisation, 
B3 Infection and Response, B4 Bioenergetics

Paper 1 Chemistry: C1 Atomic structure and Periodicity, C2 Bonding, structure and matter, 
C3 Quantitative chemistry, C4 Chemical changes, 
C5 Energy changes

Paper 1 Physics: P1 Energy, P2 Electricity, P3 Particle model, P4 Atomic structure

NEA: Required Practical Skills

Triple Science

Exam board: AQA

Paper 1 Biology: B1 Cell Biology, B2 Organisation, 
B3 Infection and Response, B4 Bioenergetics

Paper 1 Chemistry: C1 Atomic structure and Periodicity, C2 Bonding, structure and matter, 
C3 Quantitative chemistry, C4 Chemical changes, 
C5 Energy changes

Paper 1 Physics: P1 Energy, P2 Electricity, P3 Particle model, P4 Atomic structure

NEA: Required Practical Skills

GCSE Science



Religious Studies

Exam board: AQA

Paper 1: Christianity & Islam
1 hour and 45 minutes

• Islam beliefs and teachings
• Christianity beliefs and teachings
• Religion and Relationships

Paper 2: Themes in Christianity & Islam
1 Hour and 45 minutes

• Religion and Life
• Religion, Peace and Conflict
• Religion Crime and Punishment

GCSE Religious Studies

www.therepodcast.co.uk 
www.request.org.uk 

http://www.therepodcast.co.uk/
http://www.request.org.uk/


Mr. George
Leader of Key Stage 4 

& Year 10

Year 10 Information Evening (Online)



Excellent 
Attendance 

To School

Achievement 
& Progress

Positive 
Attitude To 

Learning
Triumvirate 
of Academic 
Success

All three factors are 
equally important 
for a successful 
student.



• Students should aim to have 
an attendance of at least 95%.

• Parents/carers must call the 
school to give a reason for 
every day’s absence.

• An absence from school must 
be for a serious illness/reason.

ATTENDANCE

Students who end the 
school year on 90% 

attendance will have missed 
four whole weeks of school. 



• Suitable School Bag 
• School Planner
• Exercise books
• Blue or Black Pen   
• Spare Blue or Black Pen
• Green Pen
• Pencil    
• Ruler
• Rubber 
• Pencil Sharpener 
• Scientific Calculator
• Reading Book
• *Glue Stick
• *Highlighters / Colouring Pencils

EQUIPPED TO LEARN

*Optional but highly  
recommended

Why is this important?
• Students need a range of equipment to 

make their work presentable so they 
can revisit it to revise in future.

• Being organised and taking personal 
responsibility are important qualities of 
future Sixth Form students at Wexham.



White shirt with top button 
done up

School jumper 
with logo

Plain black trousers (regular cut), no 
jeans, skinny trousers/leggings. Held 
up by an appropriate black/brown 
plain belt if necessary. 

A Wexham school tie must be worn 
at all times and at an appropriate 
length.

Headscarf/Turban/Hijab: plain 
black only (can be white in the 
summer).

Black leather schools
(No sport brands)

Wexham blazer or Wexham 
jumper or both with school 
logo (no cardigans).

Plain black skirt (worn 
below knee length)

UNIFORM



PROGRESS MONITORING

www.classcharts.com 

You must use the email address that has been 
given to school as the priority (number 1) contact.

http://www.classcharts.com/


STUDENT NAME 10

Superb punctuality and attendance 
unlocks full access to the best 
education our staff can provide.

Only an A ‘Excellent’ 
or B ‘Good’ Attitude to 
Learning is acceptable.

Current Grade for each 
term plus PPE results.

Target Grade is what your 
child should be aiming for 
at the end of Year 11.



What does your child need to do?
• Attend school every day if possible.
• Fully equipped and organised.
• Active learners in lesson.
• Independent learners at home (completing homework, 

transition tasks and revision).
• Use the Library after school until 4pm.
• Use the online platform we provide for                    

revision e.g. Seneca.



Academic Progress Day*
Wednesday 6th October

8:15am – 4:45pm
Parents and students must make appointments via School Cloud to 
see their Form Tutor and may also drop-in after their appointment to 
speak to Mr. George, Mr. Gois or a member of the Inclusion or Senior 
Team.

Where can you get help & advice?

*Please check your contact details are correct when you visit with us; phone number, address and emails.



Term Event Date
Autumn Subject Change Deadline 30th September

Academic Progress Day 6th October
Autumn Term Report 20th November
Careers Fair 26th November

Spring Parents Evening & 
Spring Term Report

4th February

Summer Pre-Public Exams (PPEs) 14th – 25th June
End of Year Report 9th July

Year 10 – Key Dates
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